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The First Defense
Unfolds in Five Scenes

The Attack of the Mob 
ACTS 21:27-30

The Arrest by the Romans 
ACTS 21:31-36

The Testimony of Paul 
ACTS 21:37-22:21

The Response of the People 
ACTS 22:22-23

The Attitude of Paul 
ACTS 22:24-29
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ACTS 21:27-29 NIV

When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia
saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him,          

shouting, “Fellow Israelites, help us! This is the man who teaches everyone
everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has
brought Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place.” (They had
previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed
that Paul had brought him into the temple.)
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ACTS 21:30-32 NIV

The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions.
Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates
were shut. While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander
of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. He
at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the
rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.
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ACTS 21:33-36 NIV

The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with
two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had done. Some in the
crowd shouted one thing and some another, and since the commander could
not get at the truth because of the uproar, he ordered that Paul be taken into
the barracks. When Paul reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so
great he had to be carried by the soldiers. The crowd that followed kept
shouting, “Get rid of him!”
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Everything
Changes for Paul

Nothing 
Changes for Paul

FREE MAN AS A FREE MAN:

PRISONER AS A PRISONER:

Paul preached the gospel across the Roman world.

Paul preached the gospel to Roman officials and wrote
four New Testament books during his imprisonment.
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ACTS 22:22-25 NIV

The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices and
shouted, “Rid the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!”

As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into
the air, the commander ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. He
directed that he be flogged and interrogated in order to find out why the
people were shouting at him like this. As they stretched him out to flog him,
Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is it legal for you to flog a Roman
citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?”
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ACTS 22:26-29 NIV

When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it.
“What are you going to do?” he asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.”

  The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?”27

“Yes, I am,” he answered.

  Then the commander said, “I had to pay a lot of money for my citizenship.”28

“But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied.

Those who were about to interrogate him withdrew immediately. The
commander himself was alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul,           
a Roman citizen, in chains.
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A faithful follower of Jesus is led
by selfless love to share the story

of God’s transforming grace.
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